Effect of human leukocyte interferon on the metastatic lung tumor of osteosarcoma: case reports.
Three patients with pulmonary metastases of osteosarcoma underwent treatment with intravenous or intramuscular administration of human leukocyte interferon. In 2 cases, the size of the metastasized tumor mass diminished temporarily six or eight months after interferon treatment, and serum alkaline phosphatase levels decreased to normal. In 1 case, the tumor cell from the pleural exudate 1 could be isolated and cultivated in vitro. When 2,000 IU of interferon was added to the tumor cell culture, marked inhibition of tumor cell growth resulted. In the other case, interferon had no effect on the metastasized lung tumor.